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‘AN ELEGY
On the Author of the Spencean System 3 or Agyarian Eguality.
mtl—

Depaited shade ! one who reveres thy name,
A kindred spirit, fain would sing thy fame ;
But how inadequate his language flows,
How poor the tribute that his zeal bestows ;
No heavenly muse breathes o’er his humble lyre,
To warm his numbers with celestial fire ;
No strain in modern or in ancient sage,
Supplies a parallel to thy bold page.

Lycurgus, Minos, Numa, Solon—all
The stars of ancient Greece and Rome may fall ;
But thy pure light shall in its orbit run,
Bright and as changeless as the glorious sun !
And shine through every age in every clime,
‘While nature’s pulse beats to the march of time!

Oh ! could the muse in burning numbers sing,
And to the earth again thy spirit bring ;
‘What countless multitudes would court thy sight,
And hail the friend of justice, truth, and right !
E’en slaves would feel their chains, and blush with shame,
And with one loud united voice exclaim,
*¢ Behold the man in whose capacious mind,
Philanthropy and justice were combin’d ;
And though obscure, embarrass’d and distress’d,
The flame of heavenly truths glow’d in his breast.
Nor could the want of patrons, wealth, and fame,
Quench for a moment that eternal flame !
All nature’s laws he freely, clearly, scann’d,
And found the summum bonum in the land !
And show'd that justice planted in the earth,
Gave man new rights and liberty new birth ;
And form’d a plan, on the Agrarian scheme,
‘Which we, grown wise, know now to be no dream.”

That man, that honest man, was Thomas Spence !
Whose genius, judgment, wit, and manly sense,
Confounded all the dogmas of the schools,
And prov’d that statesmen are but learned fools ;
That priests preach future worlds of painand bliss,
To cheat the weak, and rob the poor in this !
Or else their practice and their cry would be,
¢ Let all be equal, and let all be free !”

The above elegy was written by the author of the « Life of
Spence,” soon after the death of that good and honest man,
and recited at the last anniversary of Mr. Spence’s birth-day,
held at the Navy Coffee-house, Catherine.street, Strand, 1819.






PREFACE

D mad

AT a time, when almost every nation in the world is in
astate of anarchy and confusion, created by the unnatural,
unjust, and cruel systems which an artificial state of saciety
has called into existence ;—at a time, when the extremes
of wealth and poverty are corrupting and destroying the
population of the earth ;—at a time, when the rich are
enacting laws to coerce the people, so severe, that the lat-
ter, having no other alternative, are compelled to violate
those laws, to preserve their very existence ;—at a time,
when trifling and partial reforms are only facilitating the
progress of a violent revolution ;—at such a time, the de-
tails of a PLAN, the adoption of which would not only con-
solidate the government, and give peace and plenty to the
people, but would give, also, a bond of security to property,
which no fature tyranny could dissolve,—cannot possibly be
unacceptable to the present generation of mankind.

We have seen many physical revolutions, and some mo-
ral or legal reforms; yet none of these changes have puta
single extra loaf of bread into the cupboard of the poor
man. But in the reform which is here proposed, all the
advantages will be, as they ought, on the side of the work-
ing man. He would not only enjoy the whole fruits of his

industry, UNTAXED, but an equal share, in every respect, of
the elements and spontaneous productions of nature also.
Neither change of character, custom, or habit, would be
necessary for an individual to become a partaker of the
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benefits and blessings of this great plan of political justice,
natural right, and national salvation. Nor would greater
confusion arise under this agrarian system than is observed
among the fundholders, whose number, I believe, amounts
to nearly 300,000. Among this great joint-stock company
every thing goes on in harmony and peace; and would go
on in the same peaceful manner, under the same system,
if it were possible that the dividends arising from the inte-

< rest of the £800,000,000 of national debt could be made to
extend to every man, woman, and child in the British
empire.

Every thing that is necessary to prepare the public
mind for this great CUPBOARD REVOLUTION, or agrarian
reform, contained in this truly philanthropic system, will
be found in the following pages,

All eyes are on, all hopes are in the press,
Let THAT be free, and who can doubt success ?

ALLEN DAVENPORT.

5, Moor Lane, London,
June, 1836,



" THE LIFE OF THOMAS SPENCE.

THOMAS SPENCE, one of the most profound thinkers and
correct reasoners on the rights of man in a state of society,
that the world ever produoelg, was born at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, a little before the revolutionary war of America. His
father was a humble artizan, by trade a shoemaker, conse-
quently the education of Thomas was upon a very limited
scale ; but, being endowed with strong natural powers of mind,
assisted by the pains which his father took in exercising it, and
ﬁiuv;n his mental faculties a right direction, our author raised

imself to an eminence in the republic of letters, which, while
it excited the admiration of some, and envy of others, ulti-
mately attracted the attention of all.

The method which Mr. Spence, who was an admirer of the
Sacred Scriptures, employed to instruct his son was this; he
made little Thomas J;i]y read portions of the Bible, New
Testament, and other historical and philosophical works, while
he sat at his work : and he, after evergesreading, obliged his
son to repeat what he had read, in the best mauner he could,
by heart ; .and to put his own construction on the meaning of
the different parts of the same. Where he had drawn an im-
proper inference, or come to a wrong conclusion, he was set
right, to the best of his father’s abilities: and when it was
found that he had discovered the correct view and intention of
his author, he was encouraged by a co nding commenda-
tion. Thus led on, step by step, under this simple but effec-
tual method of instruction, young Spence made a rapid pro-
gress in the knowledge of human nature, of the elements of
society, and of both ancient and modern national policy. By
such means did the subject of this Memoir acquire every qua-
lification that was necessary to form the statesman and the
legislator. But alas! he was poor; and the simplicity of his
manners, the inflexibility of his mind, and the incorruptibility
of his heart, were not the qualities to enable a man, under the
present system, to ascend very high in the scale of opulence
and power. He has, however, in spite of every disadvantage,
produced a spark of truth which all the despots in the world
will be unable to tread out; for all the water that they may
pour upon it from their state engines, instead of extinguishing
it, will, like ail poured on the fire, make it burn the fercer,
and increase its extent. He has laid the foundation.stone ;

B



2 THE LIFE OF SPENCE.

and, though the builders may for a season overlook it, or de-
spise it, the supexstrueture aof civilized society must ultimately
be raised upon it, or we must telinquish the hope of' seeing
the population of any nation upon the earth free, prosperous,
and happy. ..

Mr. Spence was unfortunate in the choice of a partner, who
turned out to be a star whose malefic influence not only marred
his peuce of mind, and defeated many of his %ood intentions,
but obstructed in some dégree the progtéss of his plans for the
general improvemens of the eondition of mankind. 8o mueh
was she the termagant, that he often cotpared himself to
Socrates, who was cursed duting his life with the scolding
Xantippe! Nor was the ancient sage disgraced in any respect
by the comparison; for, like him, in splte of every obstacle
that could be raised against him or his system ; in spite of the
prosecutions of the great and powerful, the ridieule of the
witty, and the loud idiotio laugh of the ignorant and umeflect.
ing of his own class, our mbdem hi!osoﬁr persevered in the
sacred cause of truth, justice, and libetty.

In the early part of his life, and during his stay at Neweas-
tle, Mr. Spence kept a sthool for the instruction of youth, for
which office he was remarkably well qualified, on secount of
his gentle digposition, his extensive knowledge of human na-
ture, and his corredt notieng of the rights of man. During the
period he was 8o employed, a law-suit took place between the
corporation and the freemen of Newcastle, about the right of
g:uesein the rent of 4 part of the town moor, or common.

jeld, which had been encloséd to the exclusion of the freémen.
It was decided in: favour of thé freemen at the assizes, and
that the rent of the enelosure should be equally divided among
the fre¢tnen. This division of rent, ther with the whole
circumstances of the dase, inspired Mr. Spence with new ideas
in regard to landed property, and was, in fact, the original
cause that produced the Spencean System.®* Some time after

e

* This law~suit arose in the followin? manner, viz. ;—Thé ofiiders of
the cor] ontu‘n laaving enclosed part of the town-%oor. and converted
it ihto farms, let those farms for an annual rent. The freemen took it
into their heads, that, as the common-field was their property, they
must heve an equal right to the rent of ﬂ,.e farms ; they shereforp sent'a
deputation to the mayor and il, to and t of the pro-
ceeds: thése offcers laughed at the deputation fot Settin%lu'p such a
claim, and refused to render any aecount, upen which the freepten
brought their action to recover the money, which suit was decided fu
their favour a assizes ; and ever since that time the rent has beeu at
the delgposal of the Ireemen, who, very much to lawir credit, have ex-
pended it in chatitable purposes.—This deeision, in favour of the free-
men of Newcastle, was wed by an aqtion-at-law on the part of the
freemen of Durham, where thie same cizoumstances of eualosing and ¢n-
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this cscurrence, Mr, Spenoe beeame a member of the New eas.
tle Philosophical Bociety. Onme of the conditions of this soaisty
was, that every new member should give a lecture on some
branch of seience er philosophy. Mr. Bpence Beized on this
opportunity, and delivered ﬂis introductory lecture ¢ On the
mode of Admin the Landed Eatate of the Nation as 2
Jojnt-stock Property, in Parochial Partnershi bﬁdlﬂdlng
the Rent.” This lecture was patronised by Dr. Murray,
reverend and learned divine, much approved of by many
other learned and philenthropic individmﬂ at whose

tions he was uiled on to send it into the world through
the medium of the press. This act of publishing, and ouﬁﬂ
it to have been delivered before the Philosophical Society,

the great attention which was paid to it by the public, created
many powerful enemies against the then novel theory of Mr.
Spence, and some of the influential individuals of the town
became his persecutors. He was expelled the Philosophical
Sociely, under the pretence that he had made use of their
name withont their eonsent. Means were also employed to
prevent the children from attending his school ; and other low
and mean contrivaiicos were adopted, not only to blast his ris-
ing reputation, but, if pessible, to deprive him of the very
means of subsistence.

Pind:nﬁ himself thus eritically situated, persecuted by the
selfish and interested, and misunderstood by the ignorant and
g:jnudioed of all partles, he left Newcastle and repaired to

don, in order to try the success of his system in a dity
where political science and liberal principles were cultivated
to a great extent by the Corresponding and other Bocieties,
which then existed in the metro; ‘

M. 8pence made his debu? in London in the character of.a
very humble bookseller, not being able at the ning to:
command more than a book-stall, which he képt at the corner
of Chancery-lane, Holborn, where he began' publishing his

ing the eommon, or moor, had been resorted to by the members of
corpoyation, for private emolument, as at Newcastle. The freemen
of this city also obtained & verdict against the officers of the corporation,
at the assizes; but, notwithstanding this decision, the corporation were
d ined, if possible, to retain their public plunder, and by moving
the suit fron‘]one court to another, and obtaining new trials, they put the
freemen to the enormous expense of £70,000, Defore they were finally
compelled to surrender the rent of the farms to the freemen ; and had it
not geen for a publie-spirited individnal, who leat the freemen the mo-
ney to carry on the suit, i{ never could have been recoyered. The free-
en repaid the money thus advanced, with interest, out of the arrears
uye to them by the c:;poration, from the Yroceeds of these farms, and
have ever since divided the rent half-ycarly amongst the resident free-

mon, AMouRtiag 10 abo&c £10 eagh pey annum,
B
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plan in small tracts, some as low as a halfpenny : he also had
medals struck in copper, which briefly explained the nature of
his system. About 1793, he removed to a small shop in Little
Turnstile, Holborn, where he published a periodical work,
in penny numbers, entitled * Pigs’ Meat,” containing selec-
tions from ancient and modern authors, on political and philo-
sophical subjects. This publication had a great sale, the essays
being exceedingly well selected. It ran through two volumes ;
it is now out of print and scarce. In the year 1794, when
Messrs. Hardy, Tooke, and Thelwall, were tried at the Old
Bailey, on a charge of constructive treason, Mr. Spence was
arrested with others, and confined in Newgate during the sus-
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act.. During his confinement,
e amused himself by writing tracts and songs ; all of which
were explanatory of the principles of his fellowship in the land.
On his liberation, he got a small shop, No. 9, Oxford-street,
where he continued publishinﬁ as he had done before, and
striking his copper medals, and circulating them amongst his
friends and customers, till the year 1798, when he was again
arrested, under the suspension of, the Habeas Corpus Act, and
confined in the House of Correction, Coldbath-fields ; but, ob-
taining his release after two or three examinations, he pre-
served his shop, and continued his former pursuits till the
year 1801, when he was prosecuted for a libel, by the Attorney-
General, Mr. Law, afterwards Lord Ellenborough. The pub-
lication on which the charge was founded, was a series of let.
ters on his plan, entitled ¢ The Restorer of Society to its
Natural State.” He was tried at Westminster, before Lord
Kenyon and a Special Jury.

The trial excited much interest, as he defended himself, and
read the whole work in his defence; commenting, as he: pro-
ceeded, upon the just, benevolent, and humane pringiples
which it contained. - The Jury, notwithstanding, found him

ilty, and he was sentenced to be imprisoned for 12 months
in Shrewsbury gaol ; to pay a fine of 20 to the King; and to
be further imprisoned in default thereof: though his judges
must have been aware that he did not at that time possess
twenty shillings. But Mr. Spence was released from the ope-
ration of the fine, by a subscription amongst his friends and
disciples; and on his liberation, commenced business as a num-
ber carrier, and dealer in books generally. During this period,
he published his trial, which contained the whole work for
which he had suffered a long and dreary imprisonment.

The last work he brought out was entitled the Giant Killer,
a weekly publication, price fourpence, of which only three
numbers agepeared ; as he died suddenly, of a bowel complaint,
in September 1814, at his lodgings in Castle-street, Oxford.
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THE LIFE OF SPENCE. 5

street, somewhat more than sixty years of age, forty of which
he bad devoted to the cause of justice and humanity. He was
ever solicitous for the happiness of mankind in general : but it
was the working man—the producer of all the necessaries,
comforts, and luxuries of human life—~who was nearest his
heart. It was for the political redem&tion of the poor, that he
braved the hatred, the malice, and the terrible vengeance of
the rich and powerful, while he lived ; and chose rather to die
in indigence and rags than renounce tbt;};lm of political salva-
tion, which he conceived to be capable of redeeming the world
from the misery, the degradation, and the cannibal-like op-
gemiop.t:difh which it has so long been, and still continues to

This great, though poor man, was buried with some pom
by his disciples, in the burial-ground, Tottenham-court s
About forty of them attended the funeral, and to testify their
sense of the uprightness of his intentions to serve mankind
with sincerity and truth, they carried the scales, as the em-
blem of justice, immediately after the corpese, containing an
equal quantit{‘ of earth in each scale, the balance bei
rated with white ribbons, to denote the innocence of his life
and example ; his medals were distributed to the crowd as they
passed along; many medals were thrown into the grave; and
a funeral oration was pronounced ovér the body, when it was
interred, by Mr. Wﬁlmm Snow, in which he expatiated at
great | and with considerable eloquence on the merits of
the deceased ; showing, in a clear and comprehensive manner,
the benefits that would accrue, not only to the workina‘:luaeo,
but, morally speaking, to the whole human race, by the adop-
tion of his system.

The system of this truly-honest man, which, in honour of its
author, is entitled ¢ the Spencean System,” is a proposition
founded on the inalienable rights of man ; wherein the premi-
ses are laid down, that all men are equal in the eyes of God
and Justice, and are entitled to an equal participation in the
elements of nature; that the land, from which every-thing
that is necessary to preserve animal existence is extracted, is
as much the property. of one individual as of another; and
-that, as the air we breathe is free to all, the land ought to be
equally free; and that, until this concession be made by the
great lords of the soil, and the peoFle put in possession, and
secured by law in the enjoyment of this their natural inheri-
tanclﬁ. there can be no such thing as political justice in the
world.

Before I enter further into the principles of this agrarian
fellowship, or parochial partnership, I will here introduce a
statement whigil Mr. Spence very properly selected to illus-

v
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trate his plan, and to serve as a model for a larger scale, and
which is an extract from Nichols's History of Léicestershive. In
this History, we find a particular account of the parish of
Little Dalby, communicated by Professur Martin, in which he
-8ays the number of heuses is 21 ; families, 28; and the whole
population, 123. . Labourers have in summer, 1s. 2d. per day ;
in winter, 1s.; in harvest, 1s. 6d. The net expensus of the
poor in 1776, were 27i. 16a, and the whole rent was 1,422 per
annum. Thug, we find thet this little parish, like othets, con-
tains several sorts and conditions of menw—as landlords and
tenants, farmers and labourers, paupers; &c.; and therefore,
may: be as grnper to apply the principles of this system, as any.
Suppose, then, that this system should be adopted, let us see
how the inhabitants of Little Dalby would be affected.

First~The effect the system would have, must be the ren.
dering all lands, rivers, mines, coal.pits, houses, &c. within the
pu:idg-boundu-y the common stock of all the inhabitanta, im-
cluding the families of the landlords, whether one or more,
who, as such, become extinct ; and if they remaindd, instead
of being idle drones, would be converted into useful citinens;
which :ba.nge 1 .s:ould think must of neceasityhaﬂ'ord the
greatest amount of bappiness and prosperity to the gresdtast
mumber.of the parishivners, and if carried out into a nhtional
system, to the pedple at la : :

ndly«-Anotherset of drones, though not so expensive,

1 méean the poor; on whom the 277 16s. is bestowed, would, as
paupers, hecomme extinct, and the moxey levied for them saved,
a8 will be sten herdafter. - : :

. Thirdlyw-As it is imptobable Mr. Martin should reckon the
houses and land in occupation of the landlords in his rent-roll,
we may mfely suppoese such to be worth at least £100 a-year,
and then the rents will be £,522L - o '

- Fourthly—If we ® the administering the affairs of
‘government under such a system to be cheap, a land.tax, or
r:r mm the parish rent-roll of 4s. in the pound, hay

ndt v:;y inadequate to its expenditure.

These thinﬁ; premived, we soon see whether the
people of Little Dalby, ad the nation at large, have reasen to
be svrry or bo rejoice at the establishment of such a systemie-
IMe whole rent of the pasish, including the premises of the

 lewdlotds, 8. would amountte . . . . . . . . £108 0 0
- Yielding to the State, at 4s. inthepound. . . . .+ . . 804 0 O
Leaving to be divided equally among the 123 inhabitants of

every description, men, women, and children, as the
profit of their natural inheritance or estate . . . . . 1,217 16 0

The itrdividual shure of which is something above . . . . 918 0

The above statement is so simple, so clear, and 8o compre-
hensible, that comment is almost uhnecéssary ; but. the follow.
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ing observations of Mr. Spence himself are so pertinent and so
replete with plain sense and honest reasoning, that every true
philanthropist will read them with admiration and delight.
¢« Here, then,” says our author, * we find by this statemsent
of Little Dalby, that after a large sum is remitted to govern-
ment, men, women, and children, of every description, share
equally near ten pounds each, unihcumbered with taxes of any
kind, tolls, or poorirates! Was there ever such a prospect of
happiness held out to the contemplation of mankind? Who,
on such an occasion, will make up a lamentation for the landed
interestethe remains of the Paganism of antiquity ? Will our
dees insist upon remaining in their present state of 3
t we still have tragedies acted on the stage, to draw fosth
our sympathy for their unparaileled sufferings? Nay, ﬂ:u‘ght
m not t'l:cm.nelvel.th upon due cox;nf}deution,h:; be the th:
up the philan dance of human piness, ra
than risk what has bmnthenobleo and priests of Franoe,
driven owt of their country for their misdeeds by a furious
litieal revolution. ¢ Come, them, let us reason tegether.’
us take an impartial view of the effect which such a revolution
& I propose would produce on the different orders of mankind.
FirsteIn respect to the landlords of dvery degree; arethey
the most bappy of the human race, either in their amours,
mﬂ:ga. family connexions, health, &c. P Does not the pride
of birth and ly act the inexorable tyrant over their most
tender feglings 2 Does it not destzoy love, and friendship, and
dissolve the ties of blood, by unnaturutly erecting one of the
brood of children intba lordly tyrant? Nay, theit whole eco-
nomy among themselves, in regurd to one another, is 8 system
of violenee to naturs, to justice, and to hwmanity. What kind
of treatment, then, must mankind expauet from 8 combinstion
of such unnatural monsters P "'What, then, will be the fate or
feclings of this class, under such an order of shings as that
ﬂpudd ? Why, they will, from imsatiable, , jealous,
unhnpgymv;ieﬁm to guudy bondage, bécome wealthy, in-
dustrious ilies, and happy citizens. They will also br
? their children to useful babits and employments s und teac
them to look upon every son and daughter of the human race
as brethren and equals. They will still be the most wealthy,
as they will retain all their moveable ‘Ktoperty. as well as their
shares in the revenues arising from the land, which will then
be the cOMMON FARM OF THE PEOPLE. Let us leave them,
then, w&: happy lot, ad contemplate the casés of the

(4
Secondly—Of the farmers, merchdants, and master mecha-
nics. We know that if these have any landed property, their
possessions would be sunk in the comsmon stoek, of which they
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and their families would become joint proprietors, and it would,
in general, be a change to their advantage. The universal abo-
lition of taxes, and the regular return-of their family dividends,
would also be an eternal prop and spur to their industry, and
enable them to sell their respective produce and merchandize
at such low prices, as to ensure both a very extensive forei
and domestic trade. Would not reflections arising from this,
be a consolation, and remove from the minds of tradesmen a
gloomy cloud of al]; ensions ? :
Thirdly—The labouring classes, both mechanics and agri-
cultural Isbourers, would be, as they ought, those that would’
benefit niost by such a change. The abolition of taxes, from
which scarcely anything is exempt, and which enormously en-
bance the price of every article they consume, would render all
things incalculably cheaper ; for, as all things which society
now possesses are th;J)roduce of labour, it is labour alome that
ys taxes, and provides the means of support for every mem-
g:r of society: the labourer, therefore, is the first proprictor of
every thing in art and nature ; and all that the idle enjoy, they
get by taking from the labourer, either by force or fraud : and
as the labourers would receive their dividends of rent, accord-
ing to the number of their households, they would be able now
and then to be hospitable to one another, to entertain a friend,
to relax a little from incessant toil, to a%pear clean and decent
intheira (En‘el. and comfortable in their habitations, to educate
their clnf en ; in a word, to be respectable and happy citizens.
Such as aspired to become masters, would have an opportunity
to save money for that purpose: it would not be then, as now,
once a pauper, always a pauper : no, no, there would be a possi-
bility of mmgfb mflls;m 'ﬁhe_v md not bt:en'have the %loomy
prospect of brin up their children to be prostitutes, thieves,
soldiers, and sai ox'sg s nor would these latter occupations be of
the degrading character they are now, as the dividends of
soldiers and sailors, while serving their country abroad, would
be accumulating to provide a fund when they returned and
were discharged, to put them into some way of trade; then,
the incentive to vice being removed, the morals of all classes
must wonderfully improve in a l“PI;Y state of mediocrity.
Finally—How would younw e of both sexes be affected
by such a state of things? ould youzf men be the worse
for 10. a_year, to keep them in decent clothes during an ap-
nticeship, or as premiums to their masters; or, when out
of their time, to buy a stock of tools; or, if they should think
of marriage, would money be of no use in lHurchaaing furniture
and a hundred different things that could be enumerated ?
And as it regards the fair sex, would it have any pernicious
effect upon them? Would they be worse educated, worse
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clothed, or imbibe meaner sentiments, through having some-
thing of their own to manage? Would it not beget in them
an early bias to the management of the concerns of domestic
life, and remove from their minds the inducements to yield
to the temptations and snares by which they are now sur-
rounded—from the alluring baits spread for their ruin by the
depravity and contaminating power and influence of wealth ?
No, no; these points are not to be controverted. What, then,
you evil-minded, you sticklers for old vices, old miseries, old
corruptions, old tyrannies, old pollutions, old says, and old
saws, what have Yyou to object, either in theory or practice?
Speak out, what is it you have to say, now is the time? Oh!
there is an objection. Though Little Dalby would share 104
a head yearly, yet many parishes that have a greater popula-
tion and less land, would share less, and the expenses ot the
parish would sometimes consume nearly, it not all, the rent, in
public works and jobs, and the geople would get no dividends.
Answer: Public expense would be entirely under public con-
troul ; care would be taken that it should be neither enormous
nor wasteful ; and at the worst, their rentals would be equal
to all public exigencies, if it did not leave a surplus to be dealt
back again to the people. But that is not the objection—that
is not what is meant—in such a case, the rich must go without,
as well as the poor. The real objection is, that it does not
make an exclusion in favour of the higher orders, that they may
receive at all times, and under all circumstances, and the poor
only be doomed to privations.

But we have not yet considered what means there may be,
or what improvements may be made in the soil, or what tim.
ber there may be to fell, or what fisheries they may possess,
and a variety of local advantages, peculiar to almost every pa-
rish, that would be turned to account if the whole of the mha-
bitants had an interest in making them valuable. No, no;
this is the grand consolation on one side, and a stumbling-block
of objection on the other. They—the public——would have no
taxes to pay : consequently, the rich, or higher orders, would
have none to receive, to distribute among themselves, their relations,
and dependants. In a word, this iy the only system that.can
make the world worth living in, by rendering it free, moral,
enlightened, and haj pf ; and, therefore, it is ratsbane to
rogues, more particularly to rich rogues. : -

A smattering of the rights of man has now pervaded all na-
tions, and rendered them very unhappy. 'The rich know not
what to fear, and the poor know not how far their rights ex-
tend, or how far they are practicable. This is the time, then,
for intelligent minds to employ themselves on this grand ob-
Jject. Imperfect systems will not long resist the reiterated




10 THE LIFE OF SPENCE.

attacks of truth. The dark sges can never return. Wherefore,
then, should we prolong anarchy by childishly resisting the
growing empire of reason? Wicn a person sits down as a
philosopher to the study of any science or branch of knowledge,
he should certainly do so as much unconcerned about the issue
of the investigation, with respect to the interest of himself, ox
apy party, or class of men, as an npright judge sits down to
a gause, or a schoolboy to work a question in arithmetic ;
and dare any say that we shall not sit down to politics in the .
same manner ? This is the most likely way to arrive at the
truth, and to become adepts in the science we aim at 5 surely,
you would not confine your pupil in arithmetic or mathema.
tics to such a result of your problem, whether in truth it would
be so according to rule and right reason? Nor oblige ajudﬁ:
to make up his mind on the determination of a case before
heard it? If, then, we are not to sit down to polities in t
same state of mind as to our other studies, for God’s sake,
say, speak out, and tell us to which side we are to incline, at
the expense of truth. I say, are we, at the expense of our
own sacted rights and interest, to do violence to truth in favour
of cannibals? Are we to determine, right or wrong, that we
and our children shall and ought to be kees is the scale of andmal
Deings than worms ond caterpiliars® Shall we say that Indians
have an indisputable right to hunt, fish, graze, &c., and that
civilized man can be entirely disinherited of his natural pro.
perty without an equivalent? Being so rich and equal in a
state of nature, do we shrink into ahject, servile poverty, and
forfeit our titie to all our abundance of national wealth gnd
liberty the moment we join civilized society ? Detested be
the mode of education that would induce us to believe so !
Sophists, come forward! Speak out, and tell us by what
means you have acquired the right 1o dictate to the of
your fellow.men how they are Lo study the scienceswthe chiof
of the sciences—the science of the rights of mankind! Tell
us, whether we shall study with the unprejudioed minds of
untainted youth, or with the determined, mercenary, wu?d.
gophistry of our critical literati ? Shall we, you leaders of the
blind, study with a Pitt and a Burke out of office, or with a
Pitt and a Burke in office? As nature is the same, let whoe
soever dominate, so are the truths deducible from nature ; and
whenever I study, let who will reign, it shall be to discover
the fruth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, s l«ez
me God! 'Wherefore, having discharged my duty to manki
in pointing out, fo the best of my apprehension, the only
means by which they can be made happy, I hold myself guilt.
less, ledve it to their ehoice to be firce or endaved, indepene
dent or influenced, to consume their own praductions, or give thews
to the thankless.”’
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And now, reader, lest it should de thought that I presume
too much on human suthority, let us see what the Scriptures
sty on this important subject. Ia Leviticus, chap. 85, verse
xxitl. God says decisively, the land shall not be sold for everee
How does this tally with the title deeds of our freeholders,
which say, ¢ yours, for ever and ever I’ When was this law
of God repealed ? In another part of the Scriptures we are
told, that God gave the earth to the children of men ; and, as
if the Prophet gom that this declaration might be disputed

the lords of the soil, he repeats the divine command, and

ves it such an inte tion, that knaves cannot miscon-
strue, nor fools inisunderstand; for he stys, God gave it (the
earthy 0 monkind ix common. Here, , there can be no
mistake ; the only question to be decided is, which is r'?ht,
the Bidl, or the landlord’s titledseds 2 This declaration is so
clear and intelligible, that no person who sincerely believes
the Sscred Scriptures, will attempt to deny that one man bas
88 wuch right to the land, in its wild state, at least, as ano-
ther 3 therefore, it follows as & snatter of course that the esrth,
like the other olements of nature, was designed by Providence
to be the comenon property of mankind, through every gene-
ration of the human race.

But heve the quostion arisas, how is this ¢ social revo.
lutioh to be brought about ? To which lrepr;f‘])o the people
wish it ? If they do, nothing but a declaration of that wish
isnecm ps Ishall be botter understood, if I con-
tiuet the s and give the details of the plan for reducing
the theory to practice, on & smal community.

Lt us, then, take a single parish, the whele land of which
belongs to one sole landlord (there are many instances of this
in England), to whots, of course, all the rents ave to be pasid ;

3 pe:)‘ile are become enlightened, and, consequently,
dissatisfied with things as they are ; they demand their ﬁit
ift the soil ; the demand is 3 what is to be done? All
the perishioners unite, take Aichdeacon Paley in the one
hund, aid the Bible in the other; assemble in an adjoining
field, and after having diseussed the subject to their own satis-
Hcthon, enter into a donvention, and unanimously agree to 2
declaration of rights, in which it is declared that all the land,
Including oonl-pits, mines, rivers, &c., behnginiw the parish
of Bees, now in the possession of Lord Drons, shall, on Lady-
day, the 96th March, 18us, become public p ty, the joint

;:u-k, and eommon farm, in 'l“'ixhich eve&;v am ioner shall en-
y i@ participation. e same declaration to serve asa
Mieewq‘;lmd Drons %o quit possession, and to give up all
fight mnd title to sl the land, &o. he has hitherto possessed,
to the people of the said parish of Beesy on or befare the above
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mentioned day, for ever. And it may be further declared, that
on Midsummer-day ensuing, all the rents ammg from the
lands, mines, rivers, coal-pits, &c. belouging to the said pa-
rish, instead of being paid, as heretofore, into the hands of
Lord Drone or his steward, shall be paid into the hands of a
parish committee or board of directors, who may be appointed
for that purpose, after being duly elected by a respectable ma-
jority of the whole parish ;5 and .that after the national, pro-
vincial, and parochi vernments are provided for out of the
rents thus collected, the remainder may be divided into equal
shares among all the parishioners, men; women, and children,
including Lord and Lady Drone, and all the little Drones
belonging to their family ; and the like division to be made on
every succeeding quarter-day for ever. ’

This grand system of reform is so'simple, so just, and so
efficacious, that not the least confusion would arise from its
operation. It is the only plan that has ever been discovered
capable of regulating itself upon general principles. If in such
a community there should be more births than deaths, the di-
vidends would be less; when there were more deaths than
births, the dividends would be more. Inlike manner it would
regulate itself in every other respect. : :

ow, who would be the sufferers in this -glorious change ?
Surely none. For even the loss which my Lond and Lady
Drone would have to deplore would be more imaginary than
real, as my Lord would still have, beside his quarterly divi-
dend, all his ready cash, his horses and carriages, plate, furni-
ture, and all other moveables. His lady -would retain, her
splendid wardrobe, her blazing jewellery, library of choice
novels, cabinet of curiosities, &c. &c., so that they might still
be the most wealthy people in the community. )

The greatest wound they would receive would be in their
pride; and it is pride, above all other things, that shuts
against the rich man the gates of heaven. So that this system,
by providing for the poor, and placing them above temptation,
would cause poverty and crime so to diminish that workhouses
and prisons: would be rendered unuecessary; while, on the
other hand, the rich would be restrained by the limitation of
their means from indulging in that luxury and debauchery
which destroy their health in this world, and. endanger their
happiness in the next. )

f am aware that the lords of the soil would call such a mea-
sure robbery. But I appeal to justice and humanity whether
it would not be better to take away the usurped property of
one to make thousands of poor miserable beinss comfortable,
than to ruin thousands, which is the practice under the present
system, to make one rich ? :
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Thus, then, might two deadly national diseases, which have
been hitherto considered incurable—namely, the poor man's
r:verty and the rich man’s gout, be cured by one single legis-

tive enactment. The thing might be done, according to Dr.
Paley, when the occasion shall deserve it, by the interposition
of the people. But as I am a lover of peace, order, and
government, I had much rather see the thing brought about
b{ legal means. It is perfect insanity in legislators to think
of going on much longer in the present style of legislation.
The legal, moral, and social movements have commenced, and
no power on earth will be able to arrest its pr till every
thing that is feudal, exclusive, and unnatural, shall be banished
from the world.

Adopt this Agrarian system, and the odious names of tax,
tithe, toll and custom, will be heard of no more. Agriculture,
manufacture, commerce, and every description of trade, would
flourish beyond all greeedent, while the commerce of every
other country, which did not adopt the same system, would be
ruined in every market wherever an English merchant should
land his goods, by the reduced prices of his untaxed commodi-
ties, The mechanic would learn to feel that importance to
which his ingenious powers entitle him in the ranks of society ;
the pride of independence would again animate the breast of
the peasant ; the disgraceful name of pauper would no longer
be known ; and charitable institutions would cease to proclaim
the degradation of the people. “Such a nation of Bees would be
able to collect the sweets of every country in the world with-
out the fear of being robbed of their honey ; for woe to those
who should attempt to plunder their hive.

Having hitherto reviewed this excellent system upon a
small scale, I will now, in order to give the reader a clear in-
sight into the propositions, take a short view of the effect their

option would have upon the nation at large, as regards its
financial affairs, &c.

‘Perhaps it is almost impossible to obtain a correct account
of the amount of the rents of all the lands, mines, fisheries,
coal-pits, houses, &c. in the three kingdoms; but let us sup-
pose the whole to amount to 100,000,000 sterling, then let
us see how the expenditure will stand, after a certain divi-
sion shall be made among the different classes of the commu-
nity.

YEARLY EXPENDITURE.

For the Crown, in expenses of the Court, great officers of
state, army, nav , ordnance, dock-yards, &c.....cv0es ... £15,000,000
For the House of Lords, and nobility, ‘in pensions for their 3.000.000

SETVICEB. ... .cvvrariranan L T L L L L LR ] ,000,
For the Clergy of all denominations, in lieu of tithes, &c..... 3,000,000
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For the Hausa of Commona, 43 agenth or sttorneyn foy ﬂw' £1,000,000

UDUC v s ¢« v » o o v 9 b e a4
Fc‘:r public institations, national education, unjversities,

colleges, schools, hosqlta.ls, KO. « 4 o e e e e s e 2,000,000
Porinns and courts of law, salaries of judges, and other

Jogalofficars, . « . , < . 4 4o+ o o0 g v s o o 1,000,000
For county-rates of ussizes, quarter sessions, harhours,
bridges, ‘roads, &c. . . . . . . . . . e« 1 s s+ o 1,000,000
Por parish ehavges . . . . . . . . . . 0 . s v o o F000,000
Aud, for indemnities, by way of annuities, tg individuals

or associatiens, for lpsses sustained in the surrender of

landed or funded property, not comprised in the class of

nobility orpensioners . . . . . o . o o . s ¢ o o18,000,000

Total Ouﬂ&y. R S S S ST Y £51,000,000
Leaving a clear annual balance of £43,000,000, to be equally
divided to every man, woman, and child; which, amen,
24,000,000 of people, would be more than twa pounds a
yenrly, after providing, in the most extravagant mauner, for
every national expense, without tax, toll, or custom, Surely
this is enough to open the eyes of the warking classes, and to
induce them, instead of pursuing delusive objects, to turn
the whole of their attention to the principles of J
:sunlit contained in this system ; for, until this system ia
opted, all other Reforms are merely as building castles in
the air~-a waste of time. The working classes have had their
co.operative trading associations, lahour exchanges, and other
ulations, which have all completely failed. And why did
they fail ? bacause they had not land and agriculture for their
basis ; without which, no contrivanee, no ingenuity, could
force the labour notes into general circulation, or make them
reach the provision merchant, the farmer, and the land-owuner.
The author of this work wrote several letters to Mr. Owen
during his governorship, clearly pointing out how the system
of labour exchange would works and predicting that which bas
since been but too closely verified, namely, that all such
schemes, not having the necessary foundatipn, must inevitably
end in a failure. Alas! the bdd{' over which we were to ar-
rive at the promised land is broken, and it does not appear
that it can be repaired.

Subsequently, all our hopes centered in the Trades’ Unions !
My heari. overflowed with j(g, when I beheld those dense
masses of men assembled in Copenhagen fields; for then I
saw clearly, that there was in the country a sufficient power
gathered up, that would, if properly directed, have brought
about such reforms as would save the country from foreign in-
trigues, and put the working classes in the poasession of all
their natural and civil rights! But when I saw the six
unionists of Dorchester tranworted for seven years! wmy
heart trembled within me. hat! exclaimed I{ mentally,

\
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can two millions of men, all sworn ta be brothers, suffer six of
their members to be thus cruelly torn from their body, amidst
the sobs and tears of their distracted families! The six poor
men were transported ! To have prevented which, nothing was
necessary but a simultaneous movement : had all the unionists
mbled in their respective towns and cities on the same
E.’tnd demanded, with a vaice of thunder, the release of
ir gix brothers, I can scarcely believe that the government
would have resisted such & demand. At any rate, the poar
men ought to have been rescued, though it had been at the
ufmse of a trial of str ! .
sincerely hope the Unions will profit by experience, and
direct their future attention to some clear and tangible object ;
and, I think no ohject can be wore worthy of their attention,
than that foundation of all useful reforms—the glorious system
of Themas Spence,

One of the greatest beauties of this system, if adopted,
would be, that auch a commonwealth could never be invaded
with any chance of success by a foreign army. The whole po-
pulation of the country having part and parcel in the land,
men, women, and children,—at the first alarm, would fly to
arms, and present such impenetrable phalanxes to the invader,
that his defeat and ultimate destruction would be inevitable.
Every house would be fortified ; every street, lane, and pub-
lic road, would be intersected ; trees would be felled, trenches
would be sunk, and everything that ingenuity could invent,
and bravery achieve, would be opposed to the enemy. Such g
people would rush on to certain destruction, and prefer one
common grave, beneath the ruins of their country, rather than
submit to the interference and dictation of either fareign or
native tyrants. If the bare %roclaiming of liberty and equality
in France could arouse such a spirit in the French people as
to enable them to dethrone and expel their royal tyrants, to
drive from the country an arrogant and overbearing aristo-
cracy, and successfully to defend themselves for more than 20

ears against the repeated combinations of all the powers of

urope ; falling at last only because they deviated from the
princl(fles they first proclaimed; what energy, what courage,
what determination, would not be found among a people who
had the sense to possess themselves of their rights and liber.
ties, by lanting the standard of justice in the earth, and en-
.]'oying all the glorious benefits arising from an Agrarian equa-

ity { The spirit which would animate such a people, in case

of invasion, may be compared to that which animates the
breast of a peasant if one of the houses of his village should
happen to be on fire ; every villager, the moment the alarm
should be given, would load himself with water, and hasten
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to the spot with all possible speed, to endeavour to arrest the
rage of those devouring flames, which would, perhaps, if not
extinguished, not only reduce his neighbour’s house, but the
whole village, to ashes. Such a people would be so wedded to
their country, that on such an occasion all selfwould be lost in
the glorious blaze of social love.

The people are justified in demanding the adoption of this
system, if it were only on account of the many innovations
and encroachments made upon them by the landowners, who

_alone make the laws ; for without possessing what is called a
freehold estate, no man, on any pretence whatever, can be a
legislator. And all the laws which have been made and en-
forced for the last hundred and fifty years have been so framed
that the natural consequence has been that all the lands,
houses, &c. in this country, are now incorporated in the little
kingdoms of the nobility of the moneyed aristocracy, to the
total exclusion of both the king and the people. '

Previous to the revolution of 1688, the King of England
was, perhaps, the greatest landowner in the empire ; but when
the grasping Whigs, instead of appealing to the energies of
the people,—by which they might have established a govern-
ment and an executive power, that would have prevented
nearly all the miseries and privations to which the people in

neral, and the working classes in particular, have been sub-
Jected ever since that notable event,—sent over to Holland for
an ignorant Dutchman,—(I say ignorant, for what could he
know about the language, habits, customs, and genius of the
people of England ?)—this was the very thing the Whigs of
that day wanted ; they wanted not a King, but a mere tool, in
whose name they could subject the country to their own am-
bitious views. Of this they soon gave ocular demonstration ;
for, on finding their new King fully in their power, they, in
order to keep him so, deprived him of all those landed estates
which had been enjoyed by his predecessors from time immemo-
rial, and reduced him to the situation of a servant or hireling,
allowing him an annual salary to defray the necessary ex-
penses of his house and court. Not content with the confis-
cation of the Crown lands, which they divided among them-
selves (for some of which they do not, perhaps, pay more than
fourpence or sixpence an acre), they in this greedy fit seized
on part of the church lands also; and Woburn Abbey, with
its vast domains, and other noblemen’s estates, are existin
monuments of the frauds and robberies of the Whigs of 1683.
—And have we not now damning proofs of the care and solic1-
tude with which the principles of that revolution have been
cherished and acted upon by their worthy descendants, the
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Whigs of the present day > But all these transactions, base
and audacious as they were, are nothing when compared with
the robberies committed on the poor, by the laws for inclosing
the moorlands and common fields; by which, during the last
century, the poor have been robbed of millions of acres of land,
to which their title was more just and natural than that of any
private landowner in the kingdom ; for, as well as having the
sanction of a hundred ages; it had the common consent of all
mank}nd, except that of the ruffians who committed the rob-

The common fields to which the people have an imprescrip-
tible right, like what remains of the church lands, could not
be subjected to will and testament, as is the case with the
estates of the nobility, which are subject to unjust, unnatural,
and brutal laws of primogeniture, which bind down the whole
of the estates to the eldest son, to the exclusion of all the other
children, be they ever so many, who are generally thrown on
the public, and provided for out of the taxes, every farthing
of which is wrung from the labour of the working people.
long as the common fields remained in the possession of the
people, the principle of the people’s right in the soil was recog-
nized, and the natural rights of man, though in a very slight
degree, remained in existence. But these being now almost
allincorporated in the dominions of the Aristocracy, we have
nothing to refer to but the church lands, which are the lasting
evidence of the right of the people to a participation in the
land which gave them birth, and {which should be as free as
the air we breathe, to the whole population of the earth, since
it is as necessary to our existence as the other elements—the
water and the air. ’

It may be thus clearly seen, from the tenure and method of
management of the Church estate, that hereditary possession
of the land by individuals, as private pr%perty, is unnecessary.
These lands are held after the manner of a community of pro-
perty; they are not restricted to any kind of heirship, but re-
wain the common property of those who may be elected or

appointed wmembers of ?hent particular community. This church
system, though abused, and corrupted to the last degree,
recognised the principle of THE PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO THE
LAND, and remains a practical proof of my position, that pri-
vate or individual property in &e land, is at once unjust and
unnatural.

Let the church then, divide the rents arising from its lands
and houses, &c. into equal shares among all its members, and
that agrarian equality of which I am the humble advocate will
be seen in a clearer light than words can make it. And as the
church lands, like the common fields of the poor, cannot be

¢
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bought and sold, this just and bappy state would continue a3
long as such a church should remain in existence. Let, then,
the church of England set the example, by adopting these
Just, humane, and benevalent principles, which would be an
approximation to that true christian policy which was esta-
ished by their primitive ancestors, when they exclaimed,
¢ On this rock our church is built, and the gates of hell shall
xiot prevail against it !
tever reforws, in the church of England, may be deemed
necessary to purify and equalize that corrupted establishment,
let us hope, that we shall never see any change in the tesure
of halding the church lands, until the period shall arrive for
the great agrarian revolution; which must, sooner or later,
inevitably take place. Instead of appropriating the church
lands to the service of the state, as has in some instances been
recommended, I should prafer to see such a reform as wayld
restorg to the church the laud and property of which she hes
been degpeiled by the impropriation ﬂawn. Qut of 10,648
pavishes, no fewer tba.n&&s are call impr&priati?nn; that
is to sey, in these parishes, the greatest part of the tithes, and
other preperty belonging to the church, 1s in the handy of lay.
mep. Iu more than one third of all the parishes in Englsnd,
laywen take the greatest part of the property, without render.
_ m& the least: service to @ither church or state !

t ought to have been the foundation of a gyeat church re.
form, to restore to the church everything which belongs to
her ;i to cut down the incomes of the bisha) 1:0 and rich parsons,
t0 400 or 6004 a-year, and then let all the surplus arising
from the tithes* and other church revenzes, be applied ta the
education of the rising generation, to the comforting of the
afflicted, and the support of the aged and infirm poor. For
such'xlmwym it was, that a pact of the revenue of the
chyrch was originally reserved. .

1n ardey to try the important question of the people’s x%:
to the land ; lat va appeal to natural justice, and see how
matter stands ia that, point of view. It has been obeerved,
that right, in au artificial state like that in which we live, con-
sjsts in common consent, of the laws of social compact. But

* Bpeuking of tithes, Husebius delivers himself thus :—"* lf..i:ovl dest

] more than extreme neceesity s do mot
E:lp the need;,c thou art a thief and a robber.” And St. Al

e

aking on the same subject says, ** We have nq right to the tithes, or
ms, wglcll} g}along tom oor,’unless we do cha.lllgnge to ourselves

y

&

0] by some damnab ung:ﬂon." These {rom the fu.

?;.i’:. at ance how far the charch has nnyosmiuwichgl&:
:a;lrs and how nevessary it is that she should be restored to her prial
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common consent, or the laws of social compact, cannot consign
the land to the hereditary keeping of 70,000 individuals, to
the exclusion of a population of twenty-five millions! unless,
indeed, the common consent be renewed every year. Now,
as that is not the case, it is clear that all the landed posses.
sions of the present landholders are nothing more nor less than
usurpations, handed down to them by their plundering ances-

tors.

But even if the possession of the land as private pr:gm
were confirmed by common consent, er by a majority thz
t generation to the Jandholders, it would only hold
with the present rs; because, in order to make it he.
teditary in their families, the common_consent, or social com-

t, must be made hereditary also. Now, as no father can

d down his son to be a slave, after he himself ceases to ex-
ist, the natnral consequence is, that, if the succeeding genera-
tion will [not consent to renew the social compact, (an agree.
ment to which their foolish ancestors had subscribed,) the
Innd, according to both natural justice and civil right, must
revert to its original proprietors, the public at large ; unless
the pretended heirs could get over the difficulty by proving
the rnnd to be a manufactured article, and that their ancestors
actually made it ! :

It is a general remark, that all wealth is acquired by la.
bour, In the first instance thisis true; but the operations
mdenerfies of nature never ought to be lost sight of, if we
wish fairly to understand our real condition in society, and to
ascertain the full extent of our natural rights. 1In the manu-
facturing and commercial world, everything depends on indus.
try alope ; but in agriculture, nature performs a very promi-
nent The moment a mechanic lays down his tools, every
P of gain is suspended ; nothing b:tgtplieg his absence,
to facilitate the conclusion of what he began : while the
man who possesses land, has only to put his grain into the
ground and leave it to the creative hand of nature,—who will
not fail in due time, by a mysterious operation, to raise it up
and multiply it fifty or a hundred fold, with little or no assist-
ance from the hand of the laborer. Indeed the advantages that
accrue from the possession of land, are incalculable, ex-
ample:—an acre of land contains 4840 square yards; now,
supposing that an acre of wheat were to be manufactured after
the manner of artificial flowers; each square yard containing
tmt{ostems of wheat, and allowing only one shillin r
yard to the manufacturer, the sum would amount to &{Ie 3
instead of which, this immense labour is performed by the en-

es of an invisible hand! I have known good ure land
inthe west of England,jproduce agood erop of grass, year
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after year, with scarcely any labour from any human beinge.
until the crop was ready for the scythe. The same might
said of all sorts of fruit trees, &c. Is not nature the common
mother of all mankind ? And is not the earth the common
field on which she incéssantly labours to produce plenty for all,
even for the noxious reptile? Nature is no respecter of per.
sons, or of things; the hayband that encircles the senunt’s
hat, is as glorious in her eyes, as the ten-thousand-pound.
diamond hatband that blazed round the head of the late Castle.

h!

'o resume, however: a reluctant acknowledgment of the

ple’s right to a participation in the land, was made by the
mslature in the 43rd year of the reign of Elizabeth, by the
passing of the old poor laws. Those laws, which compelled
the rich to provide for the poor and destitute, were extorted
from the Queen, by the sufferings and clamourings of the
poor ; who had been driven from every refuge and asylum, by
the destruction, in that and the previous reign, of the monas-
teries, and the confiscation of the church lands; a great portion
of the revenue of which was set apart for the maintenance of
the aged and infirm.

From this period, although the middle classes (who could
but ill afford it), were compelled by law to contribute largely
towards the maintenance of the poor, the great landownersand
money mongers (who hate the poor from their very hearts,)
always begrudged the wretched pittance which was doled out
to the distressed with a sparing hand, by the parish overseer !
—And as the number of the poor bad considerably increased,
owing to the oppressive exactions made upon the people, by a
system of misrule and fiscal spoliation,—the pamiered aris.
tocracy watched every opportunity to shake off the burden
altogether, and at length hit upon a plan, which they flatter
themselves will ultimately bring about the grand consumma-
tion of all their murderous wishes ! )

This plan is embodied in the new poor law ; which is founded
on the horrid and disgusting principles promulgated by one of
the lights of the church, Parson Malthus ! and its framers
and supporters could have no other end in view than specula-
tive murder ! According to this soul freezing decree, two or
three millions of citizens, of the British empire, will be doomed
to incarceration within the walls of district prisons, where
they are to be treated, in nearly all respects, as the felons who
are condemned to hard labour, What can this mean, but star-
vation ? seeing that the Irish peasant, and the English peasant,
too, in many 1nstances, is reduced to a potatoe diet ! And this
is to be the lot of the seventh part of the population of the
most wealthy and industrious nation upon the face of the]whole
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earth ! since no relief is to be allowed outside the walls of the
Commissioners’ bastiles ! .

The framers of this clause, doubtless, anticipate a ngrelt
thinning of the ]population, by starvation and suicide ; thinking,
as they naturally must, that no man having the means of s&
destruction at his command, would submit to such misery and
degradation, which every individual must otherwise unavoida-
bly endure, when he shall be placed at the mercy of a trio of
despots, and cut. off from all appeal to the common law of the
land ! If this be the wish of our brutal legislators, they are
likely enough to have their cruel desires gratified ; for I have
heard several individuals declare that they would rather perish
than submit to such infamous treatment; but at the same
time they were resolved that, in such case, they would not go
out of the world alone !

If we look at the bastardy clause, we clearly see murder

in calculated upon; the man that framed this clause, and
who, no doubt, was the hypocritical and renegade whig, Lord
Brougham,— must have foreseen that it would necessarily lead
to infanticide ! for what must be the feelings of a young wo-
man, who after resisting thetemptations and allurements of
wealth, becomes attached to a man of her own rank, but has
the misfortune to find herself deceived, betrayed, and aban-
doned by him to whom she was induced to surrender up her
virgin purity, not believing that he could be such a perjured
wretch as to be capable of violating promises the most faith-
ful, and oaths the most sacred! Into what a state of distrac-
tion, let us ask, would such an object be thrown, when she dis-
covered that her heartless seducer is held innocent in the eyes
of the law, and that she can make no appeal to the luw against
him! Would it be any wonder if, under such circumstances,
she were to attempt to conceal her shame, and to avoid the
perils she would be exposed to, in a state of frenzy which such
circumstances would naturally create, by the destruction of
Rer offspring? Such has already been the case in a hundred
instances, since this savage law has been put into practice.—
Indeed, the framers of this frightful measure must have con-
templated a double murder; for, while the child would be de-
stroyed by the hand of a maniac, a mother would be cut off by
the sword of thelaw! So horrible did the original clause ap-
pear, even in the eyes of the Duke of Wellington, (the busi-
ness of whose whole life has been human slaughter,) that he
was shocked at such an enactment, and moved an amendment,
which so shamed Brougham and his colleagues, that they
withdrew a portion of the clause; but this ought not to atone
for their brutal intentions towards the weaker sex; that sex
which even savage nations cherish, honor, and protect !
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And why was such a clause introduced ? Why, but to screen
a vile aristocracy, who seduce and ruin more young girls, than
all the other male population put together,

T have been led into this dfgremon, by a wish to open the
eyes of the working and poor people, to their real condition,
and to the fate that awaits them in sickness, want of employ-
ment, or old age ; and to prevent which I submit to their con-
sideration this just, humane, natural, and irrefutsble system
of Thomas Spence. Tbe impression which this subject made
on the government of this country some years ago must have
been very deep, or it would not have brought down the ven-
geance of the Legislature, in the shape of a law, making it
t tion for individuals who should assemble ther
under the obnoxious title of Spenceans ! Even Sir is
Burdett felt so much alarm at this theory, knowing as he must
that it had God and nature for its tpa,trons, that he exclaimed
these Spenceans aim at the land ! it is high time that we should
arm ourselves against them. The late Mr. Canning also, gave
his opinion on the character of the Spenceans, which was ﬂat
they were a sober and steady set of people, whose principfee of
reform were easily understood ; their leading star directed
them to the land !

But although the 8pencean sections were abolished by a new
law, and several of the leading members consigned to dun-
geons, among whom were the late Mr. Thomas Kvans* and his
son; (the latter of whom was afterwards connected with the
British Traveller newsénper,) the Spencean principles would
have found many able advocates,—as WHU licity was given
by those impolitic persecutions,—had not Mr. Owen about this
period, brought forward his new plan of soclal a ents
or community system. This subject engrossed the public m!
for a season, and the Spencean system became neglected,
though by no means forgotten. I do not like to make invidi.
ous comparisons, yet cannot avoid remarking, that while Mr,
Owen has enjoyed a full tide of popularity, the writings and

rinciples of poor Spence have been shamefully negleoted.—

r, even admitting that Mr. Owen’s plan is superior to the
Spencean system, it must be acknowlegged that the latteris

e very foundation ot the former. And what is more, Mr.
Spence’s child was born many years before Mr. Owen’s dare
ling! For my part, though I'shall never cease to advocate the
gﬁstem of Thomas Spence, I shall be always ready to support

r. Owen, when I see him in earnest to make a trial of his

R * To the lectures, and writings of Mr. Evans, 1 am considerably in-
debted, for many remarks and observations contaianed in this work,
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social community schewe. But I am afraid he has no confi-
dence in himself, or that he preaches a doctrine which he has
po relish to practica. Nothing appears mere easy to me, than
the commencement of this new state of society. Let any in-
dividual, or individuals, who have the means, purchase or take
a?onnlong lease, a few acres of land, in the first instance 5
en erect the necesmry buildings to establish a school, or
schools; let proper persons be appointed as schoolmasters, &c.,
then publish the conditions of , lodging, and education ;
next invite parents and guardians to send their children to the
little new moral world, and the thing is half done. For there
the children would imbibe the mew principles, without being
exposed to the contamination of old society. In the meantime,
sober and steady persons might be appointed to cultivate the
ens and fields belonging to the establishment, thus form-
ng an incipient community, while the children, as they ad-
vanced in years, might be set to work in th:g:dem and fields,
or taught some useful trade or csllil:ﬁ, according to their seve-
ral abilities; and at an early age they would be thus able to
repay with their labour, that which they might have drawn
from the community, in the shape of board, lodging, and edu-
cation.

Had sucha been acted upon forty years ago, when Mr.
Owen began hg’:a;l)hihnthropic cl:oreer, half the conntry would,
ere this time, have been covered with co-operative commubi-
ties. Mr. Owen's constant cowplaint is, that the public mind
is not prepared for such a ﬁeat. and beneficial change. How
should it ? How should a boy learn a trade without receivin
practical lessons ? Without being made to work at the busi-
ness which it is intended he should follow for his own benefit ?
The eomgaint appears to me to be absurd. It is clear to me
that Mr. Owen dreads the responsibility necessary to the rear-
ing of his own literary oﬂ‘aprinﬁ. He fears to attempt to put
it In practice himself, lest it should fail, and seems to dread
that anybody else should make the attempt, lest it should

Instead, then, of consuming any more time and expense
about the superstructure, let us examine the foundation ;Fon
which it might be raised. This foundation is THE LAND,
and the land is the common proper;y of all! Let the people,
therefore, with one united voice, demand the adoption of the
Spencean system, under which every individual, having an
equal participation in the soil, would not only enjoy an elective
right, but would also have a chance of becoming a member of
the national council ; which would then, legislate for the peace,
prosperity, and happipess of the. whole people, instead of, as at
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present, the lords legislating to perretuate oppression, misery,
and degradation, among the slaves :

Let this system be first adopted, and then other great im-
provements might easily be made. New social arrangements
might be introduced ; machinery would be employed for the
benefit of all ; and capitalists, under such a superior order of
things; would be induced to employ their wealth in su¢h a
manner that it would be a blessing, instead of a curse, as the
present funding system is felt to be, by the millions whose life-  *
blood is dmineg away by drops, by fiscal spoliation, in order to
support the idle and the vicious, who, in return bestow whips,
dungeons, and chains, upou those to whom they are indebted
for everything they enjoy. '

FINIS.
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